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The PLOS ONE Editors 

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research has carried 
out an investigation about several publications by this group in 
order to evaluate concerns raised about the authenticity of the 
data. 

The investigation committee at the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research has concluded that there are no data available 
underlying this study and thus that the published results are 
fabricated. As a result, the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research has requested the retraction of the publication. The 
authors are in agreement with the request by the investigation 
committee. 

In line with the outcome of the institutional investigation, PLOS 
ONE retracts this publication. 
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